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. but there is corroborative evide given. It wa ae 
and fearless men who c an evening’s | 
were troubled about the fact th: of religion and 
thirteen. “Reference to this to be attainec 
, “ was carefully avoided a riter thought done 
relieved when a few months later I was able to ix that faith c 7 
fetish. 
ae It is fair to suppose that all the devices of publicity and 
‘Cat ee ee mass excitement, with all the claims that go with them, 
when the thirteen was broken, and the four- belong to the disordered and superstitious 
teenth man brought “good fortune” in this as in other religion rather than to the ordered. 
A Church 
y enough to shrug off such group Of men and women 
it is a matter of consequence to fight superstition, and exact i 
_ a human society that closed, t it is not so much “sin” 
sen bomb. It is this kind of to nothing as the unconscious 
responsibility was not quite ence ? Three men with an 
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intellectual capacity has pointed out). It was 
such a way as to 7 hat were wrong 
tgp ving pasion of Church to 
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; ~ condemn i. It can be the living 
wo 


102 THE INQUIRER, MARCH 26, 1955 


for £50,000 for the re-building of the destroyed head- 
of the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches, be- 
, if we mistake not, to such a notion of a Church. 


, without fuss, a small group of people go their | 


own way to build into the life of their society, a vision of 
religion which is surely noble in the unpretentious yet 
undeviating claims it makes. It is worth doing. It may 
belong to one of the pioneering efforts of the spirit of this 


time. It is literally intended to be an act of salvation, here 


and now, for—as such acts must always be—not only for 
a nation but for all mankind. : | 


TO SUFFER IS TO THINK 


By Dr. Richard M. Steiner 


(Dr. Richard Steiner is the minister of the First 

Unitarian Church, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. The 

following article is taken from a printed monthly 
sermon sent to “ The Inquirer”) | 


in part, for not all who suffer think, not all 
have wisdom, it is true, I believe, that to have wisdom 
is to make life bearable. Suffering is, of course, a powerful 


development of 

for the relief of pain are the result of man’s thinking, but this 
thinking has produced knowledge in the form of advances 
in medical science rather than wisdom, for wisdom must not 
be confused with knowledge. It is knowledge about nerve 
endings and the effects of drugs upon them which can make 
life bearable to the physical sufferer. It is knowledge about 
the relationship of consciousness to suffering and the effect 
of certain chemicals upon consciousness which have pro- 
life and made it bearable to those who can be bene- 
surgery. 

Operates in a different sphere. 


Wisdom is 


J 
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logic by using only those facts which can be verified by the 
senses. 


The theological method is “the creation of a logic by 
using those truths which are intuitively conceived.” The 
intuition, say the critics of the theological method, is a frail 
reed. What may be one man’s intuition may be another 
man’s delusion. This is undeniably true. That is why there 
is only one science and many theologies. When I say one 
science, I am not referring, of course, to the multiplicity of 
sciences. However all the sciences are based u 


There i 
has any basis i 
order is order. 
order, but i j 
that order i pass 
moral judgments upon human conduct simply because what 
is good or bad, better or best is not a quantitative judgment 
but a qualitative judgment. 

There is no yardstick, no scale 
the effect of a good deed or a bad deed. Only intuitively 
we know that a good deed has an effect, that a bad deed has 
an effect. The effect of these deeds is not upon matter but 
upon spirit. Matter to science-as-science (I am not speak- 
ing now of scientists as human beings) is of no greater or no 
less significance, whether it is contained in a living body or a 
dead body. 

The matter that is a human being is deserving of no 
more consideration whether it be peacefully eating its 
at home or being suffocated to death in a gas chamber 


4 ciple—the principle that no scientific truth is it 
2 is verifiable by the senses. Theology can be validated only 
| by what that theology accomplishes in a man’s inner being— 
7 in a man’s spirit—proof of the existence of which has no 
scientific basis. 
8a The effect of theology upon a man’s spirit is demonstrated 
j ee by his conduct—whether he chooses the best means to the 
best ends, whether, in short, he demonstrates wisdom. 
~~ Science has no concern as science with morality. Science- 
; 4 as-science can make atom bombs and hydrogen bombs 
and cobalt bombs that would destroy the world. But scien- 
. tists as human beings have a concern with morality because 
‘ | epigram can be said to contain universal truth only a they are concerned with moral means and moral 
ends. 
| 
i 0 u one s.pain be sO Overpowering as 
| to leave no room for thought. But this, I am sure, applies 
only to physical suffering, for one cannot suffer in spirit 
| without thought. 
It is thought which brings about suffering in spirit. One 
cannot suffer because a friend is in pain without thinking 
. of oneself as suffering the friend’s pain. One cannot contem- 
plate the human tragedy, wherever humanity’s weakness has 
= brought on tragic consequences, without thought for the 
need and the means of strengthening the character and the 
: will of mankind. 
| Witnessing the pain of a friend or just witnessing pain 
. may produce thought which has no relationship to wisdom 
but may be related to knowledge. 
value OF aN imdividual tO science-as-science can only be sum- 
med up in the value of minerals and chemicals which com- 
prise the flesh, bone and blood, nerve and sinew of his 
i theology, which is based not upon knowledge of any 
; fact but only upon belief in a truth, only upon wisdom that 
: man’s capacity to suffer to think. 
not upon knowledge. Knowledge is concerned e 
: with facts. Wisdom is concerned with faith. Knowledec The great founders of religion have been men who have 
4 Every deliberate invention is the result of knowledge. Every their martyrdoms but in their spiritual being through their 
accidental invention contributes to knowledge. capacity to share and bear the sufferings of others. 
tools to achieve the best ends, and here at once we enter into _'™ 4 Umique degree goes without saying The wisdom which 
| the area of morality. be bequeathed to us has made life bearable for generations 
P Pe of men, for he demonstrated that your life and my life are 
not aimless, purposeless journeys from the cradle to the grave 
__ Knowledge is amoral. Wisdom is moral. 
q is based solely upon facts. Wisdom is based on are m a very real sense or can be a preparation 
4d there is more to truth than facts can reveal. : the Kingdom of God. 
: The fact that there are in our culture , Our lives offer us an ity for that kind of 
| would confine all truth to that which can be sich Galle lew off love tho 
the method is well known to us. The power in the universe can be made manifest here and here- 
be of the best. They want to leave no margin after. = 
theology. The scientific method, application of 
2 $ which the’ ‘of knowledge can produce. Wisdom 
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gives us the full richness of life which makes luxuries un- now that the position will be solved or even alleviated. In the m; ni 
necessary. Wisdom gives us the richness of understanding, the north farmers and labourers will wait along the road in the so 
richness of sympathy, the richness of love, and the richness of dark with loaded rifles, while in the south men train with are 
righteousness without which all luxuries are but the expres- machine guns and revolvers in preparation for the raids they Lee 
sion of the poverty of our souls. To suffer is to think—To are planning for this year. If they meet, bloodshed seems et 
think is to have wisdom—To have wisdom is to make life inevitable, and all concerned will fervently believe that they bi ‘| 
bearable. are doing their duty.” 
These men do not differ on a political question; the te 
COMMENT basic difference is one of religion—a difference within Chris- Vy 
New Essex Hall tianity itself—for if 1 am willing to concede the name of Chris- my fi 
: tian to Anglo-Catholics, there is no reason for refusing it to saanet 
MANY Inquirer readers will have received copies of the Roman Catholics. We are always being told what Christianity Br 
leaflet advertising the Essex Hall Rebuilding Fund, aiming can do—organized Christianity, that is—and here is a case in Aas 
at collecting £50,000 for replacing the Hall that was destroyed which the spirit that was in Jesus ought surely to be expected eae 
during the War, and will now have hopes that before many to work. Both sides would admit the religious necessity of wy | 
rise, though inevitably associations of the Ba Pat 
old. I was sorry, 0 see that the Committee is still wedded to he says, need of thought, that it ay 
the name | Martineau Hall,” rather than “ Martineau Chapel,” come to the consciousness of its real self. .. . It was only when aH 
that is to be given to the place of er eee it experienced the influence of the thinking of the Age of aon 
the new buildings. “ Chapel” seems to me to be the proper Enlightenment that it was stirred into entering the struggle for Re 
English word to be given to a place of worship attached toa numanity. “The remembrance of this ought 10 preserve it for i 
ever from assuming any air of superiority in comparison with 
“ What’s in a name?” it may be asked, but the fact remains Thought. at 
that words are living things, the use of which sometimes shows The Debate in the House of Lords “aN 
where our ceainge ie, 5 Last week I referred to the high standard set by debates of 
Nothing was said in the leaflet about the provision of in the House of Lords. The recent debate on the 1955 “% 
accommodation for denominational treasures, using that word Statement on Defence was no exception. Two things in that a 
in the widest sense. Two or three years ago, when I was in _—_ debate struck me forcibly. First there was the Archbishop of "7 
Bristol, I saw a splendid display of documents, prints and York’s statement, made, no doubt, with full recognition of the i By 
articles, covering a great deal of the history of Lewin’s Mead high responsibility attaching to his ecclesiastical office, that we 
Chapel and institutions connected with it, which in itself would Britain must continue to develop nuclear weapons as a deter- “ss 
have attracted visitors to our London headquarters. Large city rent to aggression. The second impression was one of the ‘= 
congregations, no doubt, have accommodation for such atmosphere of suspicion that poisons international relations. : S 
bet anal The Archbishop pointed out that Russia would not trust 
congregaions — be much better advised to give such Britain and the United States, who in their turn would not trust ig 
treasures On “ permanent” loan to a central collection. Only Russia; and China would trust neither Russia nor the allies. «ae 
yesterday I had in my hands a minute-book of my congrega- He seemed to hope, however, that scientists from both sides eu 
ion with entries going back to 1695. There must be scores of might come together and prepare a statement pointing out the a 
such books and documents scattered through our denomina- horrors and danger of the present rivalry. But Lord Salisbury “iy 
tion. remarked that scientists from 
What, too, will become of disused pewter and silver com- behind the Iron were always primed to sing the -“. 
munion services? Even with the best intentions in the world Government song. One really gets tired of talking and reading a 
these often disappear or suffer damage. In a congregation with about the atomic bomb, but the fact remains that there is ei 
which I was once connected, there is a fine silver chalice, 
dating, I think, from 1749; which date, I suppose, can be § cach one of us. The only is that every opportunity will 4 
gathered from the Hall-mark somewhere on its surface; but a be taken by our Government and the Governments of our - 
zealous chapel officer a century and a half later thought it well allies to come to some more friendly understanding with the * 
to put the date beyond question, and so he had a large “ 1749” countries behind the Iron Curtain. It is only fair to recognize a 
the silver communion cups press im the custody of the old 
clerk. A traveller offered to exchange them for two new and Sh ; a 
bright cups, which appeared to the clerk to be very superior ee 
gratulating himself on the bargain. old cups were silver, One of the troubles of film-making seems to be that in order % 
the new ones were base metal. Moreover, as families die out to make any claim to importance—that is, to be given priority in 2 
and congregations change it is quite possible that in cases a cinema programme—a film has to take up at least one and a ig 
where such cups or chalices are kept in the home of a member half hours (usually more) of the programme time. Consequently, @ 
In cases such as these, films, which could so easily be short masterpieces, cad up 
the General in its new plans for Essex Hall could _** long near-masterpicces, lacking the condensation necessary for a 
provide a convenient and safe repository. One of filn pay of Curse 2 
“ Oneness in Christ ” | from this ¢ 
As I went out this I placards with pre ef the to. 
Prominent member of the Fre Counc are to of being comedian Charlie Chapin 
dress a public meeting on th “¢ in Chri be worth sceis Ser 
n't help it. good ue, one is just aware, as the film draws on, of “ the 
ting. Paper had an article dealing withthe be has ct lowe ana amare of 
ticle ese WC is: “2 lo one expec 2 BL. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 12 


2.30pm. SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


MEETING. Ullet Road Church. 


4.00pm. INFORMAL RECEPTION. Ullet Road Hall. 


4.30 p.m. UNION FOR 


SOCIAL SERVICE ANNUAL MEET- 


Thee General Assembly of Unitarian and Cstianity and the 
to be confined to South Africa 
| ANNUAL MEETINGS give further eonadersion to 
4 Liverpool: Tuesday, April 12 to Friday, April 15 of Gut own people $0 the reed to consider the 
| Great Britain and to establish understanding 
OUTLINE OF CHIEF EVENTS ds the coloured people in our midst.” 
5 THE NEW ESSEX HALL 
By John Kicity 
| 


~ 


Rev. H. Stewart 


SEND GIFTS OR PROMISES TO THE TREASURER. GIFTS UNDER COVENANT WILL 


1955 


Mr. F. Alan Martineau; Joint Secretaries 


Carter, Rev. John Kielty; Treasurer : Mr. Leslie Procter, Willow House, Waterfoot, Rossendale, Lancs. 


MARCH 26, 


On July 28, 1944, Essex Hall was destroyed 
WHEN WILL IT BE REBUILT ? 
WHEN WE HAVE RAISED ENOUGH MONEY 
GREAT APPEAL 15 ON! PLEASE PAY YOUR PART 
INCOME TAX TO BE RECLAIMED. THE TREASURER WILL SUPPLY FORMS 


THE NEW ESSEX HALL 


Mr. Kenneth S. Tayler, A.R.LB.A., has made plans costing 


From various sources we have in hand ... 


President: Mrs. Sydney Martineau; Chairman 


THE INQUIRER, 


3 


4 


th 


Ht 


aa: 


Tt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Al 
| : 
ing will be more than offset by the 
2 we had the old Hall we still had to hire 
onversazione. 
* 
> asking : Why 
satisfactory arr difficulties 
matter of Anc such i 
Hall we as we came to Hi 
site thus are purely 
<d a useful sum to our assets. > move involving 
, must look to the Hig 
we Hall seated 600 persons. us. Ever since 
y on more than thi asking: When are 
y met prestige involved is 
pty Appeal of ten years 2 
finance > a contribution to the 
Moreover, ciation at the same ti 
have wary quarters. Thus 
the £100,000 is finally 
: is our firm conviction that we have reached 
ed ga oo tread which has been going on for 
which time when our movement is on for its 
= ‘the rebuilding of Essex Hall the start of 
saved | this great advance. ng of Lind- 
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| by Herbert McLachlan, M.A., D.D., Litt.D. 
What is the Bible? How far have non-biblical studies 
affected the interpretation i is i 


1S GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


LONDON DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF 
_ UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General 
Mecting of the London District and Provincial Assembly will be 
at Stamford Strect Chapel, Stamford Strect, SE.1, on Satur- 
Gay, April 23, 1955, at 3.45 pm 


Nominations for the Honorary Officers and six representatives 
of the personal subscribers should be sent to the Secretary by 
Saterday, April 2; notice of any resolution should be sent to the 
Secretary, im writing, by April 9 and the names of the lay repre- 
sentatives from the churches and deputies and the representatives 
of the Ministers’ Fraternal and other affiliated socictics, should 
be sent to the Secretary by April 16, 1955. 


22 Sundridge Road, 
Addiscombe, Croydon. 


NOTICE 
CHARITY OF DEAN 


Pounded by Will dated March 20, 1726, for Poor Ministers and 
Poor Widows of Mésistcrs) 


Applications to participate @ this Charity are invited from 


chgsble persons remdimg m the Counties of Chester (to which 
County preference quest be given) and Lancaster. 


of Application may te obtained from the REV. F. 
COTTIER, 42 WINDMILL LANE, REDDISH, STOCKPORT. 


the Secectary of the Commitice of the Widows’ Fund, the aculy 


appomted Trustees of the Charity. 


THE LINDSEY PRESS 


makes BIBLE History 


THE FIRST ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT BY A JEW 


THE 
AUTHENTIC 
NEW 

TESTAMENT 


Edited and translated from the Greek with 
Explanatory Notes and Prefaces by 
HOGH J. SCHONFIELD 


Maps and Illustrations by J. F. HoRRABIN 
Limited, numbered, subscription Edition, 568 pages 
over 250,000 words. Royal Svo ia Special Binding 
and Slip-Case. Price 75s. net. Packing and Postage 
is. 6d. 


DENNIS DOBSON LTD 
12 Park Place, St. James's, S.W.1 
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‘THE LINDSEY P 
| 
THE BIBLE TO-DAY | 
to which an answer is attempted in The Bible To-Day. | 
) 1/6 by post 1/8 | | 
é A UNITARIAN’S VIEW OF MYSTICISM 
| } by Sidney Spencer, B.A. | = 
z “ ... it is a beautiful little book and I do not know | N 
tt? of any other treatment of the subject which has | 
et 
; so small a ... ” Inquirer | | 
i 1/- by post 1/2 | | 
by R. F. Rattray, M.A., Ph.D. 
cia . . - am easily read, inexpensive, yet thoroughly valuable | 
work on religion... will make and appeal to. anyone | 
: who senses changing trend of religious thought. . . . | 
by post 1/2 | | 
| | 
| | 
APRIL AND MAY HOLIDAYS 
Tho smell for 
“ Best = 
(central heating if des 
Lounge orchestra. ATE 
front, ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA, Suscx Ti 
4784. Also booking for Summer, 54/8 gus. 
E. M. BUTCHER. 
Mr. E. A. Wa son of the late Rev. E. E. Wrigicy of 
Wilmsiow has aitonn into a Bye Fellowship at Peter- 
—_e.- ,,rRRr_ C—O house. He is a member of the Cambridge Unitarian Church 
Another member, Mr. David B. Stronach, has been elected to 
F : Professor Hawthorne, another member of the same con- 
gregation, was recently elected an F_R-S. si 
Dr. Preston for nearly 43 years the pastor of the m 
The title of his now is Happiness Creative 
2 


